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Chapter 1

Previous explanations

Why this book

Why bother writing a book on a doctrine that
teaches that “ once saved, always saved” ? Why take
away from dear brothers and sisters the soothing
illusion that falsey whispers in their ears, “once
saved aways saved”? That is true if, and only if
you repent deeply in your hearts of sins
committed after your conversion to Christ. Well
then, why bother myself in writing a book on this
heresy?

First, because it is a lie. And every lie must be
purged from Christ’s Church. Second, because it is
an illusion. And every illusion, because it is false, it
is also harmful. Third, because this heretic doctrine
turns Christians into easy targets for temptation and
sin.

| have no economic interest in publishing this
book, for just as in previous books, | myself pay for
the printing and give them away to anyone who
wishes to read them.

*

Whereisthe danger in believing that once saved,
always saved?

| have had conversations with many brethren who
believe this doctrine that “once saved, always
saved’. They believe that no matter how much
Christians sin after conversion, they will never lose
their salvation. Thisis not what God, Christ, and
the Holy Spirit teach, as we will see through this
book. Neither do the biblical writers throughout
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Scripture. There is not one single passage that
indicates clearly that a person that becomes a
Christian can continue sinning without measure,
and not lose his salvation. There is not even a
passage that will imply such affirmation.

“Many believers like to listen sermons and
attend churches that teach that after conversion
to Christ one can continue to be vile and
degenerate and still be saved, because we are
under the grace.”

Those who believe and spread such a doctrine
simply satisfy Satan and his demons, who insist on
proving that Christians are as corrupted after
conversion as they were before conversion, and that
there is no such thing as sanctification for the
human being.

Those who teach such doctrine, athough in word
maintain the idea of sanctification, actually deviate
from such goa. They make their followers believe
that once they became Christians they received a
“Letter of Marque’, a license to sin. Having
accepted Christ is not a “Letter of Marque” to
do as we wish and continue thinking we are
saved. (In 16" and 17" centuries “Letter of
Marque” was a government license for practicing
piracy against enemy ships).

They aso teach that if a non-Christian commits a
sin, this is counted as sin; but if that same sin is
committed by a Christian, it isnot sin for them.

Thisisthe horrible danger of that evil doctrine
of “once saved, always saved”. It produces
believers that think that a Christian’s separation of
sinisonly nominal.
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In this book I will prove that just the opposite is
taught throughout the Scriptures, mostly in the New
Testament: that the Christian can wak away from
the faith and be lost. Not that he will lose it for any
little sin, but when a Christian sin and does not want
to repent, when a Christian gets used to sinning, his
heart hardens, he loves sin more than Christ who
died for him, and ends up stepping on such
salvation.

*

Why | number thelines

| believe that every author that holds a thesis must
be open to discussion with those who do not agree,
rather than find refuge in their “ivory tower” to
avoid to be proved wrong. Therefore | number
every line, so that anyone who wishes to object any
statement can easily refer to its location, by merely
pointing to the line number. For example, this
explanation isfound in lines 84 to 93.

False doctrines of any kind, especially heretic
doctrines, can only be kept aive under threats,
refusing public discussion, and imposing them as
dogma: if you don't believe it you will be kicked
out of seminary; if you have doubts and express
them you will be kicked out of ministry; if you
preach against it you will end up in the fiery stake.

*

“Discussion islikethelight, it only
bother sthose who prefer darkness’

*
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We need to be certain of what we believein
regardsto keeping or losing our salvation
There are two extremes in regards to losing or
maintaining our salvation. Some believe that we can
lose it for anything; others think that we will never
lose it regardless of the sin. Both are wrong. He,
who paid such a high price for our salvation, is not
going to take it away for just any sin. But Heis not
going to allow himself to be stepped upon by
those who love their sin more than their Lord,
and insist on living in sin, while they “ soothe” their
conscience forcing themselves to believe that

salvation cannot be lost.

In many occasions | have witnessed two friends
arguing an important issue, without realizing they
both share the same opinion, until athird one comes
and helps them see it. This is because neither is
certain of what they believe, they have not nailed
down their belief system.

*

Let’skeep our concepts clear
Some times our concepts are not clear in our own
mind, because we have never answered,
categorically, the questions that come up. To help
with this clarification of concepts, | have included
the following introductory questionnaire which will
help you understand what you believe in regards to
the “ once saved, always saved” doctrine.

Normally we have in our minds some
preconceived words or phrases with which we
try to express an unclear concept. This concept,
although not completely established, we want others
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to understand and accept without proper definition
and proof.

Before reading this book, it would be helpful to
answer the questions on the questionnaire. This is
S0 you can have your ideas and concepts clear and
properly defined about this doctrine that claims that
once saved, always saved.

Since this questionnaire will not leave your hands,
you may answer in al honesty. This will greatly
help you in your later reasoning, since you will be
able to come back to see what was your idea on
every issue. Hereisthe questionnaire.

Privateintroductory questionnaire, to clear up
concepts
Mark the answer that mostly resembles your own
concept, or write the explanation, if required. You
may have to mark more than one line in a question.

1- Would you deem normal a person who, if you are
both in the middle of Sahara desert, would very
seriously warn you of the sharks swimming around
the area?

Yes_ No___  ldon'tknow

2- Can someone fall of aladder which he has never
climbed?
Yes_  No___  ldon'tknow

3- Can someone leave a house where he has never
been?
Yes  No___ ldon'tknow



176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211

4- Can someone leave a path through which he has
never been?
Yes  No___ ldon'tknow

5- Can anyone truly say of you that you are a
Titanic survivor, if you were never on that boat?
Yes  No___ ldon'tknow

6- A person who has been sanctified in the blood of
Jesus and received the Holy Spirit, is for sure a
Christian, aborn again believer.

Yes  No__ ldon'tknow

7-There are those who think that if someone depart
from the faith it is because he never was saved. Do
you believe so?

Yes  No___ ldon'tknow

8-Some Christians think that if someone converted
to Christ, practicing the right doctrine during long
time, changes and start worshiping images,
sodomize boys, invoke the dead, commit adultery,
steal, etc., it means that he never was converted to
Christ. Do you agree?

Yes_  No___  ldon'tknow

9-There are others who think that a person who is
sinning any type of sin it is because he never has
converted to Christ. Do you agree?

Yes_  No___  ldon'tknow

10-Please, mention four or six types of sin that if
committed by a person who converted to Christ and
have lived a Christian life, would tell you he never
was converted.
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11-1f you didn’t mention anything in question ten,
does it mean that a Christian could live sinning
any type of sin without losing salvation?

Yes  No___ ldon'tknow

*

What ar e the main affirmations of those who
believe the doctrine that once saved, always
saved?

There are several variants of this doctrine, but
they are all wrong. There are those who think that
the human being does not have free will, that he
never wanted to be saved, but God forced some to
be saved while leaving others abandoned to their
horrible destiny.

Othersthink that the human being does have free
will, but once he becomes a Christian loses it,
therefore he can’t lose that salvation. It is something
like afish, that once it bites the hook, can’'t get lose
even though it fervently wants to.

Others think the human being has free will
before and after conversion, but God doesn’t allow
salvation for those that will later walk away, thus
once a person is saved, will always be saved
regardless of how much he sins or how much he
will disobey God.

The main affirmation of thisdoctrineisthat he
who walks away, who abandons the faith, is
because he never had it. That is false, and | will
prove it in the passages we will study later on this
book.
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None of the variants of this doctrine can show
any Bible passage that will clearly say so. It can’t
even show a passage that will imply such thing.
However, | can show many passages that will
clearly and emphatically say the opposite: that
once saved, a person can walk away and lose
salvation.

God does not force his creatures to love Him if
they do not desire to do so. God does not force
anyone to be with Him if he does not desire to do
so. That “forced savation” that sadly is so
frequently preached, isn’t useful but to artificially
tame the conscience, of he who, having become a
Christian, loves his sin more than Jesus Christ and
wants to continue living in it.

Throughout Scripture you will not see any
reference to once saved aways saved, regardless of
constantly sinning without repentance; however,
you will see many occasions in which it is
mentioned that one who is saved, sins and does not
want to repent from his sin, can lose his salvation.
The Lord said: “For out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh”. If the Bible writers did
not have in their hearts the knowledge that salvation
could be lost, they would not have said such things,
as we see men like Peter, Paul, James, John, Moses,
Isaiah, Ezekiel, and others talk.

*

Summary of what thisbook says and itsthesis

This book only affirms that a Christian can lose
his salvation if he decides to wak away from the
Lord, and does not like the clean lifestyle that the
Lord expects. In other words, if the evil “joys’ of
sin are more attractive to him than the love of Jesus

8



284
285
286
287
288
289
290
291
292
293
294
295
296
297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319

Chrigt, that person can little by little lose his way to
the point of extreme hardening of heart and
contempt for the divine, with no way back.

These are the steps to take in order to prove
these affirmations. show first the passages that
affirm that a Christian can loose salvation, and then
show that the passages used by those who believe
that once saved aways saved, don’'t say what they
believe, nor are they applicable to the issue.

I will show more than 30 passages that clearly
affirm that a Christian can turn away from the faith
and be lost. | would like those who believe that
once saved always saved, would show me at least
three clear passages that say that a person who has
been saved can do and undo, sin and sin and sin,
and keep his salvation, and not lose it no matter
how much he sinned without repentance.

L et usavoid dogmas

Most of the times those who discuss an idea limit
themselves to create a dogma about their beliefs. In
other words, they affirm them so they can be
believed without a proper friendly discussion.
Something like “ believe what | say because | know
more than you do”, or “Because | have an
inspiration from esoteric regions’. This one is a
more frequent tendency when talking of religious
beliefs, since most believers think that they have
received, by way of a “direct line” from esoteric
regions, the revelation of that which they believe to
be true.

They don’t redlize that if, in fact, the Holy Spirit
would have put this thought in their mind or
their heart, he would have aso given them a mouth

9
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and the wisdom to defend such belief, as promised
by our Lord Jesus Christ in Luke 21:15.

“For | will give you a mouth and wisdom,
which all your adversaries shall not be able to
gainsay nor resst”. (Luke 21:15)

In other words, when our beliefs have truly been
inspired by the Holy Spirit, we receive the gift to
efficiently defend, and with solid arguments, that
which we believe.

To discuss about our faith is not merely be
involved in an exchange of Bible passages, but to
prove that our friend’s passages are misused, while
at the same time prove that ours are cited logically.
If we can’t defend them, or if we avoid friendly
confrontations with our brethren, it is because
deep inside we know that the idea that we have
came from ourselves and is no heavenly inspiration,
but we simply want to live in this dangerous
illusion.

We should never avoid discussing our faith and
hope, for Peter himself encourages us to do so.

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts; and
be ready always to give an answer to every
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that
isin you with meekness and fear.”

(1P3:15)

*

God gave usthe Bible to be understood by all,
not just the educated
The prophecies and doctrines of the Bible are
clear, and can be understood by anyone without

10
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having to study theology, Greek, Hebrew,
hermeneutics, etc.,, or graduating from any
seminary. God does not give his revelations so that
only a few scholars can understand them. He gives
them so that al his children can access his doctrinal
truths, (even fishermen) if, in fact they want to
know them, and the prophecies, when their time
Comes.

Jesus said once that God had revea ed these things
to the little ones and not the wise men or scholars.
Therefore, we don’'t need to be necessarily a wise
man or ascholar to understand them.

“ At that time Jesus answered and said: | thank

thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth,
because thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes.” (Mt 11:25)

“In that hour Jesusrejoiced in spirit, and said:
| thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and
Earth, that thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes, even so, Father, for so it seemed good in
thy sight” (Lk 10:21)

“It takesa child to clearly understand a
Bible truth, and atheologian to
complicateit, obscureit and twist it”

* k%
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Chapter 2
Some Biblewriters opinionson that
heresy that claims that once saved, always
saved

TheHoly Sprit saysclearly that it is possible to
fall from grace

Those who follow the doctrines of Dutch Catholic
Bishop Cornelius Jansen and French reformer John
Calvin, insist that a person who comes to Christ,
and is therefore in the faith, cannot later abandon
the faith and be lost. However, in the next verse, the
Holy Spirit says something totally different.

“Now the Spirit speaketh expresdy, that in
the latter times some shall depart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils.” (1 Tim4:1)

As we see in this verse, The Holy Spirit,
personally, indicates that some will depart from
the faith. In order to depart from the faith, one must
first be in the faith. Nobody can abandon a house in
which he has not been. Nobody can fall from a
ladder on which he has never climbed. And nobody
can abandon a faith in which he has never been.
Thus, it is evident that the Holy Spirit is saying that
those who were in the grace can fall from it, and can
abandon the faith.

Well then, by the Holy Spirit's affirmation that
some will abandon the faith, makes us see clearly
and definitely that the Christian, the human being
that is in the faith, the human being that is saved,

12
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can abandon the faith, and therefore, not be saved
anymore. This shows that the hypothesis of “once
saved always saved” is one more heresy in which
Chrigtianity has falen. If the Holy Spirit
personally says that some will abandon the faith,
who are Jansen and Calvin to deny it? No one
can abandon a faith in which he has never been, no
one can fal from a ladder on which he has never
climbed, or abandon a house in which he has never
beenin.

*

L et’s see how Paul saysthat those who tasted the
heavenly gift and wer e partakers of the Holy
Spirit, later went astray

This is a clear declaration of the possibility of
losing salvation on the part of the believers. Let us
analyzeit.

Paul is unquestionably talking about those who
“were once enlightened; tasted the heavenly qift,
and wer e partakers of the Holy Spirit”. We don’t
need to give it much thought to realize that the
person that satisfies those requirements is nothing
less but a saved person, a born-again person, a
Christian. | don't see a way of twisting things to
make it seem that a person who has been
enlightened, who has tasted the heavenly gift, who
has been a partaker of the Holy Spirit, who has
tasted the good word of God and the virtues of the
coming age, is not yet a Christian, has not yet been
born again.

Furthermore, by saying that they “fell again” we
can clearly see that they had gone away from sin, by
the grace of God, and they fell into it again. Well,
according to Paul, some of them went astray. In

13
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other words, they were once saved, and now they
are not. It is to say that they had to be renewed
again, therefore they had been renewed before.
Let’ssee.

“4 For it is impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted of the
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the
Holy Ghosgt, 5 and have tasted the good word
of God, and the powers of the world to come, s
if they shall fall away, to renew them again
unto repentance; seeing they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him
to an open shame.” (Heb 6:4-6)

Well, these whole Christians fell away, as
indicated in verse 6; and they shall not receive
another opportunity, for in order to do that, Jesus
would have to be crucified once more, and that is
inadmissible.

And, | dare add, | am sure that he who was
saved on the first crucifixion, and fell again, once
saved again through a second crucifixion of Jesus,
he would fall once more; for if he didn’t think much
of the first crucifixion, which he believed to be the
only one, much less would he consider the second
one, being sure there would be a third, and even a
fourth. Therefore, taking into account human
behavior, it is nothing but logical not to repeat the
Lord’s crucifixion, and he who falls away from the
faith must pay the consequences.

Some bedlievers of this heresy, “once saved
always saved”, in order to get out of the bind that
this passage puts them in, clam that here Paul
doesn’'t say that the Christian can fall, but it israther
arhetorical question, in which he says that, “ even if

14
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someone were to fall from grace, Christ would not
be crucified again”.

Wadll, first, Paul is not asking a question, but
making a statement. Second, if a Christian cannot
fal, under any circumstances, if that were absolute
and totally impossible, it would beillogical for Paul
to talk about it. It would be useless to warn that
there would not be a second crucifixion, because it
would not be needed, no one would ever fall.

It would be like warning a pedestrian on the
paved streets of his city, to be careful not to be
bitten by a shark that iswandering the streets. It
is illogical to attribute such senseless words to an
inspired man, like Paul, warning of a danger that he
very well knew, did not exist.

Besides everything adready said, we know that
Paul knew how to present hypothetical examples
he did not believe; and hedid it asto not to leave
room for doubt that it was hypothetical. Such
hypothetical example we find in Gal 4:15, where he
saysthat, if possible, you would pluck out your eyes
to give to me. In other words, he knew how to use
the hypothetical language without leaving doubt
that it was indeed hypothetical; and evidently, here
in Heb. 6:4-6 heis not using it. Therefore it is clear
that Paul is not speaking hypothetically but real; he
is not asking a rhetorical question, but rather
making a statement, giving a serious war ning.

*

Who falls back?

The Lord God knows that the human being is
weak, and thus He has provided the opportunity to
repent. No, repentance is not lip service, it is
heartfelt. When a Christian sins out of weakness, or

15
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a very strong temptation, or trying to be holy
without God's help, or out of ignorance, or trying
to face temptation without divine help, etc., and
fals, but is sorry that he did, and repents truly,
such Christian has not to fear of losing his salvation.
That is precisely why Jesus died. This is proven by
Peter's sin. But note his repentance: he wept
bitterly.

Such is not the case of him who sins and does not
weep bitterly, because he does not love the Lord
and therefore is not sorry for the betrayal, heisjust
using Jesus to be saved. This type of religious
individual believed that Christ was his savior and
his past sins had been forgiven; but he does not hate
sin, on the contrary, he loves sin more than he loves
Chrigt; that is why his sin draws him away from
God, because he loves his sin more than he loves
the Lord.

Those who sin and are not sorry of having sinned,
those who sin and think they have to be forgiven,
because we are under grace, are the same that little
by little harden themselves.

Their love for sin is such that they feel no guilt.
They walk al over Jesus, they hold in contempt the
blood of the covenant, by which he has been made
whole, and despise the Spirit of grace. It is those of
whom Paul talks about as having but a horrible
hope or judgment and fire. Make no mistake,
brethren, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is holy and we
cannot play with it the game of “sin-and-go-repent,
but | sin again because | love it, and you have to
forgive me, because | believe with all my faith,
that once saved always saved” .

Now, no Christian should think that falling
back is about just any sin. In | John 5:16 we see

16
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the apostle John mention prayers in favor of a
brother that has committed a “sin not of death”.
Any sin that, after it is committed, causes a deep
pain inthe soul of abeliever, isaforgivablesin.

The Lord, conscious of the mora and spiritual
filth of the human soul, has provided a shock
absorber between our actual salvation and the abyss
of eternal damnation. Not because we just cross the
limits of holiness we are immediately going to fall
into the abyss. However, if we fal too far away
from the limit, and we get ourselves more and more
into the dark muffling zone, we may very well run
into the abyss, before we can see it and turn back,
because our eyes are callused by the sin and we
can’'t see the abyss.

It is as if the path of holiness in our lives were
lined by a muffling zone on each side; and just
ahead of that muffling zone, on each side, is the
lining of the horrendous and treacherous abyss. |f
we go down the right path that the Lord has set
for_us humans, we have no risk. However, if every
now and then we go astray from the path, only to
return immediately, we have little risk. But if we
make it a habit to walk down the muffling zone,
without never really going down the right path, we
are amost certain we will fal into the abyss of
eternal damnation.

If | were to show what I’'m saying graphicaly, |
would draw the figure that follows as a straight
path, a muffling zone on both sides and an abyss of
eterna damnation a little further, all seen from
above:
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Anyone who, like person “A”, goes on the God
instructed way, without wavering, is never in
danger. Others like person “B” who sometimes
wavers, but repents and turns back, is not at alot of
risk; only if the segments“D” or “E” aong the way
meet up with points “F’ or “G” on the spiritual
sphere, can he be lost forever. However, person
“C”, who has gotten used to walking on the cushion
zone, sooner or later will fal into the ravine: if he
avoidsitin“H” hewill fal in“1”.

*

Paul saysthat if wesin willfully, thereisonly a
horrid hope of judgment and fire
We also see in Hebrews 10:26-29, where the
apostle taks about “those who have received the
knowledge of truth (26), and “ those who have been
sanctified in the blood of the covenant” (29), can
willfully sin and end up in hell.

“26 For if we sin willfully after that we have
received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 27 but a

18



627
628
629
630
631
632
633
634
635
636
637
638
639
640
641
642
643
644
645
646
647
648
649
650
651
652
653
654
655
656
657
658
659
660
661
662

certain fearful looking for of judgment and
fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries. 28 He that despised Moses law
died without mercy under two or three
witnesses. 20 Of how much sorer punishment,
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who
hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and
hath counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing,
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of
grace?” (Heb 10:26-29)

In verse 29 we clearly see Paul is talking about
believers, people that had been sanctified in the
blood of Christ, and received the Holy Spirit.
Whoever has been sanctified in the blood of Christ
is nothing but a Christian, a saved person. No one
can be sanctified by the blood of Christ and not be
saved.

Those are the ones Paul says that if they sin
willfully they will be condemned ending up in Hell.
Therefore, “ once saved always saved’, is not true.

Pablo assuresusthat the Christian can walk
away from grace
If we read Hebrews 12:15 we see the apostle
warning the brethren to be vigilant so that no one
falls from the grace of God.

“Looking diligently lest any man fail of the

grace of God; lest any root of bitterness
springing up trouble you, and thereby many be
defiled.” (Heb 12:15)
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If Paul considers that we need to be vigilant
not to fall from grace, it is because we can fall
from that grace. It would be useless and absurd to
warn against a danger that can never exist. It would
be like saying: “Brothers, be careful when the sky is
cloudy, lest a piece of cloud may fal and break
your head”. To warn someone against such danger
would qualify for stupidity or insanity, since such
danger has never existed, and such warning will
never be necessary. Nevertheless some people use
such “reasoning”. Some think Paul is warning
against a danger that, according to them, can never
exist.

Paul very clearly establishes here a doctrine that
contradicts and totaly destroys the absurd and
heretic hypothesis of predestination, that of once
saved always saved, that of not being able to fall
from grace and that of not having free will. By
saying “...looking diligently lest any man fail of
the grace of God...”, Paul is showing that in his
mental structure was the knowledge that falling
from grace was a possibility that Christians would
face. He also helps us see how thisis awillful act of
the human being, since he uses the active form of
the verb in the phrase “any man fail” rather than
the passive form “is made to fail” as if someone
was causing him to. Paul did not say “he is made to
fall” as if someone else would do it for him. He
said, “any man fail” , because he knew it was an act
of the will to remain in the Lord or walk away from
Him.

If that were not so, Paul would not have said
“...looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace
of God;...”, because it is not logical to warn a
Christian, or anyone, of an inexistent danger.
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No one in his right mind will warn his neighbor
not to walk through a certain street because in the
corner lives a dinosaur that can devour him. To
accuse Paul of warning of the danger of falling from
grace, even though he knew it couldn’t happen,
would be like accusing him of warning his neighbor
adinosaur will devour him in the corner.

Many are the times in which Paul warns in his
letters of the possibility of waking away from the
faith. If such thing were not possible, “ because once
saved always saved”, he would not waste so much
time and ink in warning against something that is
not a danger for the Christian, especially something
that, being alie, would confuse the Christian.

If Paul warns us of the danger of walking away
from the grace of God, that indicates several things:
a) itispossibleto fal from grace; b) if it is possible
to fall from grace, then that of “once saved always
saved” is false; c) if that of “once saved always
saved” is false, then the hypothesis of the
predestination of the human being to be saved or
lost is dso fase; and lastly, d) if Paul, referring to
avoid waking away from the grace, warns
Chrigtiansto “look diligently”, he makes us see that
he knew that man had free will, since he lays the
“looking diligently” on the hands of the Christian.

*

If Hymenaeus and Philetus went astray, it is
because they had been in thefaith
If aperson has never beenin New York it can’t be
said he left New York. If aperson has not been on
Fifth Avenue, it can’'t be said that he left Fifth
Avenue.
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“17 And their word will eat as doth a canker,
of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; 18 who
concerning the truth have erred, saying that
the resurrection is past already; and overthrow
the faith of some.” (11 Tim 2:17-18)

Paul says that Hymenaeus and Philetus erred
concerning the truth. If these two individuals had
not been in the truth, they could have never erred
concerning the truth, and Paul could not have said
they erred concerning the truth. No one can leave a
path on which he has never been. We can then
assume, without much of a mental effort, that a
person that has been saved can stop being saved.
Therefore, such heretic hypothesis of “once saved
aways saved” is fase, because Hymenaeus and
Philetus were saved and erred concerning the truth.

Paul assures usthat Hymenaeus and Alexander
shed thefaith and sank in it

If someone were to say that he shook off planet
Venus from his body, no one would believe him,
because everyone knows no one can have planet
Venus on himself. If someone were to say that he
shook off a pencil from his body, that would be
believable, because anyone can have a pencil on
him and shake it off. What can be affirmed in any
logical conversation, and it is clear in any normal
mind, is that no one can get rid of something he
never had on.

“19 Holding faith, and a good conscience;
which some having put away concerning
faith have made shipwreck. 20 Of whom is
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Hymenaeus and Alexander; whom | have
ddlivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to
blaspheme.” (1 Tim 1:19-20)

If Hymenaeus and Alexander put away the
faith it is because they had it. No one can put
away something he does not have. If, after being in
the faith, they put it away, and made shipwreck of
the faith, it means that after being saved they
stopped being saved. You can't tell a person “you
went down with the Titanic” if that person never
was in the Titanic. No one can be shipwrecked in a
faith in which he has never been. This categorically
denies the heresy that has infiltrated Christianity,
insisting that once saved always saved. It is clearly
shown that a person, who is saved now, can put
away the faith, make shipwreck, and stop being
saved.

If a Christian sins and sincerely repents, he
will not lose his salvation; he only receives the
earthly temporary punishment according to his sin.
This, however, does not mean that the Christian is a
“predestined” piece that cannot be lost, or cannot
lose salvation. A Christian can reject God, or Christ,
or the Holy Spirit, and then be lost. Or he can sin
and refuse to repent, and be lost, because the Lord
does not receive in heaven someone with a heart
that loves sin morethan God.

Another thing that is evident in this passage is the
free will of the human being. If Paul affirms that
some have put away the faith, it is an obvious signal
that they have the power to put it away or not put
it away. In other words, the human being has free
will. If he did not have that power to do or not do as
he wishes, Paul would not have said “ some have put
away the fath”, rather he would have sad
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something like, “some have been stripped of their
faith”.

Paul lets us see that man has free will, and he
knew more of the celestial dynamics than all those
“Bible scholars” that invent heresies. These
“scholars” affirm their dogmas, but never discuss
them, privately or publicly, because they can’t
sustain them. If they could burn their
contradicting fellows they would, but since they
can't, they avoid discussions, both public and

private.
*

Paul sayswe are saved aslong as we keep the

faith tothe end

In this passage we see that the apostle, without
saying it directly, alows seeing that a person that is
saved can cease being saved. First we must note
how in verse 6 he cals the saved “house’, to later
say that we are “house” as long as we hold fast
unto the end our confidence. So thereforeit is easy
to reason that if we did not hold fast we would
lose it and stop being what we are. The “if” lets
us see that being saved today does not guarantee
that it will be so next month, if in a week we will
walk away from the Lord.

If salvation could not be lost a any cost, if no
saved person could ever walk away from the Lord,
“because once saved aways saved’, then the
apostle would not introduce such conditional, it
would be lying. If a saved person would always be
saved, Paul would not have to add that we would be
saved if we would hold fast to our confidence
because he would know we would get to keep it
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whether we wanted or not, even if we do not hold
fast to our confidence.

“6 But Christ as a son over his own house;
whose house are we, if we hold fast the
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm
unto the end. 7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost
saith: To day if ye will hear his voice, s harden
not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the
day of temptation in the wilderness, 9 when
your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw
my works forty years. 10 Wherefore | was
grieved with that generation, and said: They do
always err in their heart; and they have not
known my ways. 11 So | swore in my wrath,
They shall not enter into my rest.) 12 Take heed,
brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil
heart of unbelief, in departing from the living
God. 13 But exhort one another daily, whileit is
called Today; lest any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we are
made partakers of Christ, if we hold the
beginning of our confidence steadfast unto
theend” (Heb 3:6-14)

We can get the same idea from verse six that we
get from verse 12, where, speaking to the brethren,
he explicitly admits that he who today is in the
living God, may not be tomorrow, because he
himself walks away. If someone walks away from
the living God, it means he was walking with Him
before; no one can walk away from someone with
whom he has never been. Therefore there is no
argument that those who are saved (and Paul calls
brethren, because they were in the living God),
tomorrow can wak away from the living God. If it
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were impossible for a saved person to be lost, Paul
would not mention such possibility.

Next, on verse 13, we see Paul again mention the
possibility of a Christian to harden himself at the
deceit of sin. By saying that, he is indirectly
showing us that the saved person can harden his
heart and belost.

The same idea is perceived in verse 14, where he
says we are partakers of Christ, if we hold the
beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the
end, which is, without argument, our faith in Christ.
This verse shows Paul once more admitting that the
possibility does exist for a Christian to be saved no
more, because there is a possibility that a Christian
will not hold fast that confidence unto the end.

That idea that if someone was a Christian and
isnot a Christian anymore, it is because he never
was, is ssimply not true, because here, evidently,
Paul is talking about those who were Christians,
those he calls brethren. The hypothesis that
someone gets lost because he never was a Christian
to begin with, is nothing but a made up fable whose
presenters have not one verse to properly sustain.

| see then, no basis for that harmful heresy that
has infiltrated the Church, saying that once one is
saved, he can never be lost. Because of that heretic
and harmful doctrine, many Christians let
themselves be swept away by sin, making many
churches weak and complacent.

*

If Peter warns Christiansthat the Devil can
devour them, it isbecause he knew that
Christians can lose their salvation
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What would you say if, while traveling through
the Sahara Desert, someone comes and warns you
very seriously to be vigilant, for there is a shark
lurking around the camp that can devour one of
you? Thefirst thing you would think is that the poor
thing was suffering from heatstroke, that the sun
had affected his mental abilities, and was delirious;
because there is not one remote possibility for a
shark to be lurking around the Sahara Desert, much
less devour you. No one can think that Peter would
be crazy or didn't know what he was talking about
when he warned:

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the Devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour”

(1P5:8)

If Peter believed that once saved always saved,
if he believed that those who had believed were
predestined to be saved always, then, why warn the
brethren of a danger he knew was not there? If
Satan could never devour one who has been
“predestined” to be saved, why warning them?
Why worry the brethren about such horrendous
danger that really did not exist? It would be like
accusing Peter of being a sadist, who liked to scare
people for no reason, to accuse him of tainting
God'’s truth. If some one who is once saved, stays
saved forever, regardless of how much he sins or
what he does, why warn him of a danger that does
not exist, “given the fact” the Devil can never
devour him?

From the moment in which Peter warns his
brethren of the danger of being devoured if they
are not vigilant, it is because he knew that a saved
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person can be saved no more. It is evident
throughout the New Testament, that not the Holy
Spirit, not Peter, not John, not James, or any other,
believed in the immutability of salvation,
predestination, or in once saved aways saved, or
anything like it. Are we going to accuse Peter of
knowing that once saved always saved, but he just
liked to scare the brethren with some kind of
ulterior motive? Is it that he didn’'t know what he
was talking about, or was insane? Of course not; it
is evident that if the Holy Spirit inspired Peter to
warn against such danger, it is because it was
possible for them to happen. If these things could
happen, it is because the possibility exists that one
who has been saved can be deceived by that so
caled security, let go his spiritual life, and
gradually descend into the abyss.

Of coursg, if we present these arguments to those
who hold on to these non-biblical doctrines, since
they have no other argument to take hand of, they
will utter the coined phrase we so often hear: “those
are mysteries, brother”. There is no mystery here,
either you don’'t read your Bible or you just don’t
want to hear the truth.

*

A Christian can err about thetruth and be lost

Again we see in this passage what we have
already seen in others: that a Christian can be lost
if he walks away from the truth. Verse 19 proves
that Jamesis talking to Christians; brethren that
were in the truth, from which some may have
erred. If James refers to them as erring from the
truth, it is because they were in the truth, no one
who is not a Christian is in the truth, therefore, they
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were Christians. If James refers to them as
“brethren” it is because those he is speaking to are
Chrigtians. Then he says, “If any of you”, which
proves that he was taking to Christians.
Immediately he says, “Do er from the truth”;
which implies that James knew that a Christian
could err from thetruth.

“19 Brethren, if any of you do err from the
truth, and one convert him, 20 let him know,
that he which converteth the sinner from the
error of his way shall save a soul from death,
and shall hide a multitude of sins’

(James 5:19-20)

That Christian who erred from the truth is the one
who James considers must be converted by another
brother. Then says that he who converted the
brother from the error of his way, would save a
soul from death. If he would save a soul, it is
because that soul, by continuing in that state, could
belost. It isnot logical to save someone who cannot
be lost, because once saved, he would remain saved.
From this we can assume that if James believes that
someone is on the verge of being logt, it is because
the possibility exists that a Christian can be lost if
he errs from the truth and does not come back to the
path.

We conclude then, that if Christian sins, he must
repent and walk away from sin, because it is the
only way, by turning from the error of his sin, that
he will save his soul from death.

*
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You will never fall if you do thesethings

The apostle tells us indirectly that a Christian can
be lost. Therefore, | don't see a basis for the
Janseno-Calvinist heresy that sustains that once
saved there is no way to be unsaved; which alows
for many to not refrain from their instincts and
sinful lusts.

Precisely, Peter warns Christians not to sleep on
their laurels, that he who holds the true faith must
act accordingly. Then, he lets them know that if
they do as he says, they will never fall; implying
thus, that if they don’t, they can fall.

“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and election
sure, for if ye do these things, ye shall never
fall.” (1P1:10)

There are those who find themselves out of the
hellish pit of sin, by the grace of the blood of Jesus,
and then they stay there, right on the border. If they
would work, their work would take them away from
the border, and with it, the danger of falling back
into the pit. But those who remain on the edge of
the pit, because they like the evil smdll let out by
the deep abyss, will have it always there, close,
restless and threatening, like a black mouth that
constantly seems to swallow them. Then, as if to
“appease” themselves, if only artificially, they
hold fast to the false and heretic doctrine that once
saved always saved.

Faith produces works, as we read in James 2:14-
26. Don't alow yourself to be seduced by the fable
that we can sit and have alot of faith. Or lie down
and “ believereal hard” that deception that says that
if we were once saved, we can never be lost.
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Having a lot of faith on a heresy, will not force
God do what you want him to.
*

If the pig that had been washed clean went back
to the mud, it is because the Christian can walk
away from thefaith

Peter is very clear that if those who walked away
from the worldly contamination because of the
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, go
back to them, and are overcome by them, their latter
state is worse than the first. We see, then, that in
Peter’s mental structure was the knowledge that
he who had believed in Jesus Christ, if he is
corrupted, can be over come and be lost.

“19 While they promise them liberty, they
themselves are the servants of corruption; for
of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he
brought in bondage. 20 For if after they have
escaped the pollutions of the world through the
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus
Chrig, they are again entangled therein, and
overcome, the latter end is worse with them
than the beginning. 21 For it had been better
for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than, after they have known it,
to turn from the holy commandment delivered
unto them. 22 But it is happened unto them
according to the true proverb: The dog is
turned to his own vomit again; and the sow
that was washed, to her wallowing in the
mire.” (1 P2:19-22)
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For any one who does not want to cover the eyes
of knowledge, thisis a passage that affirms the idea
that a Christian can cease being saved. If we read
carefully verse 20, we will see that Peter is
referring to Christians, not unbelievers, because
he says, “...for if after they have escaped the
pollutions of the world through the knowledge of
the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ...” In other
words they had walked away from the world's
contamination because of the grace of Jesus Christ.
Heis not talking about a* decent” but non-believing
person, but of someone who had previously walked
away from the world’'s contamination thanks to
coming to the knowledge of our Lord. It islogical
that if they came to the knowledge of Christ, and
thanks to that they had walked away from the
pollution, they were Christians.

Besides, it is accepted by all Christians that no
one can walk away from sin, except through Christ.
If those mentioned in verse 20, had walked away
from sin, they had Christ in their heart; otherwise,
they would not have been able to do it.

To say that those that walked away were never
Christians is the same as to say that they could
have escaped sin on their own merit. On the other
hand, to accept that they were Christiansis to accept
that a Christian can fall.

Again, verse 21 refers to Christians when it says,
“For it had been better for them not to have known
the way of righteousness...” Therefore, if they
knew the way, there is no doubt they were
Chrigtians. Those same Christians that knew the
Lord and His way, are the same ones that Peter says
walked away from the faith, when he says in verse
20, “..they are again entangled therein, and
overcome...”.
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And again, “...the latter end is worse with them
than the beginning...” shows that the latter stage
of the man in question was wor se than when he
did not believe in Jesus. That can only be true of
one who did not believe, then believed, and finaly,
walked away again. If he never believed, his latter
stage had no reason to be worse than the beginning.
But both, beginning and end would be the same.

Also, verse 22 screams, if we would not cover our
ears, that when we compare the mentioned
individuals with the dog that returns to his vomit, it
is because at some point both walked away from
their filth (the vomit), and then came back to it;
meaning that anyone who converts, can later
return to hisformer state of enmity with God.

The example of the pig isjust as eloquent. If she
had been washed she represents the human being
that is washed by Christ, the only one who can wash
away sin; and if she went back to the filth, is
because she went back to his lost state. This,
together with many other passages that talk about
the matter, clear up that a Christian can be lost if he
wants to. Nobody forces him to remain in God, if
God'srulesfor hislife are not of hisliking.

*

Thewidowsthat turned back evidently had been
ahead

A person that believes in Christ can go back, not
only because the Bible says it in many places, but
because logic indicates it. Salvation is not a fishing
hook that once it goes in cannot be pulled out. It
doesn’t make us robots either, stripping us away of
our free will, and forcing us to continue being
Christians even if we do not wish to.
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Verse 11 confirms this, saying how some widows
began to be immoral against Christ. Verse 15 aso
says that some went back.

“11 But the younger widows refuse; for when
they have begun to wax wanton against
Chrid, they will marry; 12 having damnation,
because they have cast off their first faith. 13
And withal they learn to be idle, wandering
about from house to house; and not only idle,
but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking
things which they ought not. 14 | will therefore
that the younger women marry, bear children,
guide the house, give none occasion to the
adversary to speak reproachfully. 1s For some
are already turned aside after Satan.”
(1 Tim5:11-15)

The phrase “wax wanton against Christ” helps
us see that they had been Christians before, for if
they had not been Christians, it would not make
sense to say that now they had waxed wanton
against Christ. If they had not been Christians the
most that could be said against them is that they had
waxed wanton, without adding “ against Christ”.

But even stronger is verse 15, “For some are
already turned aside after Satan”. If these women
had not been believers, Paul had not said “turned
aside” since they would have never turned away
from Satan. Those who went back were first in
the back, went forward, and then went back
again.

Verse 12 aso refers to these women in away that
makes us think that they had been Christians and
had belonged to the faith, when we read, “having
damnation, because they have cast off their first
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faith”. Anyone who had afirst faith and cast it off,
says two things: a) he was a believer of Christ, and
b) he cast off his faith and therefore must carry the
penalty.

We don’t need a great mental effort to understand
that a person who is a Christian, can cease being
one.

*

Paul saysthat thereprobate himself walks away
from God

In this verse we can see that in Paul’s mental
structure was the knowledge that the human being
has free will. We see this when he challenges the
brethren not to walk away from God. By saying
“walk away” heissaying that it isthe individual
that carries on the action. If it were something
other than the subject that would push him away,
Paul would use the phrase “having been pushed
away” rather than “ having walked away” .

Besides, if there were no possbility that the
Christian could walk away from God, Paul
would not bring this issue into sight. It would be
useless. It would be like telling Christians not to
jump high lest they hit their head with the moon.

“Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being
left us of entering into his rest, any of you
should seemto come short of it.”

(Heb 4:1)

*

Once saved always saved aslong asyou stay
grounded in faith
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In this passage Paul talks as one who knows we
have free will. By saying, “if ye continue
...grounded...”, heistacitly admitting that they can
stop being grounded. Paul describes in verses 19-
22, how Jesus is the savior, and whose savior He is.
In verse 23, though, he conditions everything he
just said to the fact that those who were made
saints, unblameable and unreproveable, continue
grounded in the faith, and not moved away from the
hope of the gospel they had heard.

“19 For it pleased the Father that in him
should all fullness dwell; 20 and, having made
peace through the blood of his cross, by himto
reconcile all things unto himsdlf; by him, | say,
whether they be things in earth, or things in
heaven. 21 And you, that were sometime
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked
works, yet now hath he reconciled 22 in the
body of his flesh through death, to present you
holy and unblameable and unreproveable in
his dight; 23 if ye continue in the faith
grounded and settled, and be not moved away
from the hope of the gospel, which ye have
heard, and which was preached to every
creature which is under heaven; whereof I,
Paul, am made a minister” (Col 1:19-23)

The fact that Paul conditions the first (be holy
and unblameable and unreproveable), to the
second, (continue in_the faith grounded and
settled, , and be not moved away from the hope)
makes it clear that the first is not unconditional,
that even though savation is firm, it is not
something that cannot be lost. If it were
unconditionally firm, Paul would not mention any
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condition. If it were absolutely and totaly
impossible to lose one's salvation, he would not
have to mention the conditions to keep it, as Paul
does.

Now, what are the conditions to keep one's
sdvation? Is it to be good? Obeying the law?
Belonging to a church? Being a “chosen” one?
Preaching the gospel? Tithing? Being baptized?
Verse 23 clearly states the condition: to continue in
the faith of Jesus Christ, grounded and settled. If we
do not continue grounded in the faith of Jesus
Christ, we will lose our salvation.

A person that stays in one place, was already
there. We cannot say to someone who has never
been on the Tower of Pisa, to stay there. Therefore,
if Paul tells someone he is going to receive
something (be holy and blameless, etc.) so that he
stays there (grounded in faith) he means that a) he
assumes they must already be there, and b) if he is
there, then he can stop being there, in other words
he can stop being saved.

In very few words, Paul knew that if someone
was founded in faith, he could still stop being so.
If he didn't have this idea in his mind, he had no
reason to challenge those who were already founded
in faith, to stay there. If nobody could lose the faith,
if nobody could go chasing his own will, from the
place where he is founded, because “once saved
always saved”, it would be useless to challenge him
to stay where heis.

It would be like telling a blind man, “ don’t look at
these things’, or telling a mountain “1 urge you to
stay put”. The mountain has to stay there whether
someone chalenges her or not, she can't go
anywhere! Paul speaks as one who has in his
mental structure the knowledge that hewho isin
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the faith can walk away from it, and one who
knows that the human being has free will to stay
or walk away from the faith.

If we could not lose our salvation, why does Paul
ask the Colossians to continue grounded? If the
believers could not abandon the faith of the gospel
because “ once saved always saved”, why ask them
not to move away from the hope of the gospel? If a
human being does not have the possibility of
walking away from the foundation of the faith, why
ask him to stay in it? The man who abandons his
salvation by grace, loses it, he has falen from the
faith. And according to Paul, these things could

happen.

*

Paul specifiesthat the women who are saved are
those that continuein faith

If someone were to tell you that you would be
saved by not continuing to practice sodomy
anymore, you would complain saying you never
were homosexual. If someone were to tell an honest
woman that she would be saved by not continuing
in adultery, she would protest thiswas alie, because
she had never committed adultery. In other words,
in both cases anyone who hears these words would
understand them to mean that to tell someone not to
continue in a specific sin means the accuser thinks
this person to be in that sin. Otherwise you could
not say “don’t continue” because the word
“continue” implies the person is already there. It is
the same case as in the verse below.

When Paul talks about these women, he tells them
they would be saved if they continuein faith. There
are two very significant words in this sentence. One
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is the conditional “if”, and the other one,
“continue’ Let's see.

“Notwithstanding she shall be saved in
childbearing, if they continue in faith and
charity and holiness with sobriety.”

(I Tim 2:15)

By using Paul the verb “to continue” he tells us
that he knew these women were Christians; in other
words, they were in the faith at that moment. If they
had not been in the faith, he would not have used
the word “ continue” but * adopt the faith” or “ come
to faith” or “accept the faith”. Therefore it is
outside al discussion that Paul is referring to
Christian women.

Paul tells these women that if they continuein
the faith they would be saved. This is a clear
signal that they could walk away from faith, or
stop being in the faith. If they could not walk away
from the faith because “ once saved always saved”
Paul would not waste his time warning them against
a danger that would not affect them. It would be
like warning them that they would always be
saved as long as they did not turn into cats. Such
a warning would be idle and stupid, because no
woman can turn into a cat.

This is evidence that the Christian can fall from
faith, and once saved he is not necessarily going to
remain saved forever; he can stop being saved.
Anyone who cannot understand this simply doesn’t
want to understand it.

*
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If you leave aroad, it isbecause you were
previously on that road
No one can abandon a road through which he has
never been. This is elementary and logical. If Paul
says that someone wandered away from the faith in
pursuit of money, it is because he knew that person
had been in the faith.

“For the love of money is the root of all evil;
which while some coveted after, they have
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows.”

(I Tim 6:10)

It is evident to the most ignorant of human beings
that someone who leaves a road is because he had
been there and left it. Denying thisis only the result
of not wanting to admit the truth. If Paul considers
that some werein the faith and later erred from the
faith or move away from the faith, it is because a
saved person can cease being saved, because that
heretic doctrine that claims that once saved aways
saved is absolutely false.

Don't be fooled, just because those who hold fast
to that heresy, “believeit realy hard’, they will not
force God to save them though they sin and sin. If
they were saved and then turned to sin, and not
repent, they will end up in hell, even though they
pretend to “ believe really hard” such heresy.

| say pretend to believe because so far | have
not found any one who is willing to talk about
the subject. All of them regject any discussion, so
not to have to admit conscioudy that it is a false
doctrine, and they can continue “enjoying” their
sins without being bothered too much by their
conscience.
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The same can be understood from | Tim 6:21
where Paul once again says that some erred from
the faith, in other words, they walked away from the
faith, to follow the falsely caled science. If they
walked away now, it is because they were on the
right road before.

“20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to
thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings,
and oppositions of science falsely so called. 21
Which some professing have erred concerning
the faith. Grace be with thee. Amen. The first
to Timothy was written from Laodicea, whichis
the chief city of Phrygia Pacatiana.”

(1 Tim 6:20-21)

*

Barnabas did not believe that once saved always
saved. He challenged the Christiansto remain in
thegrace

If you are sitting on the ground by the shade of a
great tree, impossible to climb, and someone passes
by and says, “ Hold on to the branches, you may fall
off the tree”, what would you think about that
person? The first thing you would think is that heis
joking, or he is not al there; because if | am not up
inthetree, nor can | climb it, why is thisman telling
me to hold on to the branches so | won't fall off?

His warning is ridiculous and absurd. | cannot fall
off the tree because | am not up in the tree. Neither
can | climb the tree because the trunk is too wide,
the tree is too tall, and it does not have branches to
hold on to while I’'m climbing it. Why, then, does
this man tells me to hold on to the branches lest I'll
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fall off? Is he stupid, is he crazy, or is he pulling my
leg?

“22 Then tidings of these things came unto the
ears of the church which wasin Jerusalem; and
they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as
far as Antioch. 23 Who, when he came, and had
seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted
them all, that with purpose of heart_they
would cleave unto the Lord.”

(Acts 11:22-23)

We see in this passage that Barnabas saw the
grace of God in which the ones from Antioch
were, and charged the recently converted brethren
to cleave unto the Lord. Therefore, Barnabas knew
they could walk away and not remain in Him. If
Barnabas would have believed that once saved
always saved, he would not have charged them
as such. It would be absolutedy and totaly
unnecessary.

It is naive to tell a person not to walk away from
the Lord if once saved always saved, because even
if he wanted to he couldn’t. It is naive to tell a
person who is not up atree, nor can he climb it, to
hold on to the branches so he doesn’t fall.

If the brethren in Antioch could not fall from the
grace that Barnabas saw them in, because once
saved always saved, it was useless and absurd to
give them such warning. Such hypothesis that once
saved always saved is an unfounded heresy.

The same reasoning used here for what Barnabas
told the believers in Antioch of Syria, is valid for
what Paul and Barnabas said in Acts 13:43 to the
Jews and Gentiles that accepted the faith in Antioch
of Pisidia. Let’s see what they told them.
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“Now when the congregation was broken up,

many of the Jews and rdigious proselytes
followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to
them, persuaded them to continue in_the
grace of God.” (Acts13:43)

As we can see, in Barnabas mental structure,
when he was by himself in Antioch of Syria, and in
Paul’s and Barnabas’ mental structur e when they
were together in Antioch of Pisidia, the belief that
today’s saved person can go astray tomorrow,
was definitely present.

The same happened in Lystra, Iconium and
Antioch of Pisidia, as we can see in Acts 14:21-22.
Everywhere that Paul and Barnabas went, they took
the same doctrine with them: the believer can
wander away from the faith and fall from grace. The
proof is that they charged those who have aready
believed, those who were already in the grace,
those who were already in the faith, to continue as
such. If the believers could not wander away
from the faith or fall from grace, they would not
need to be warned, because no one can fall from
atreewhich he has not climbed.

“21 And when they had preached the gospel to

that city, and had taught many, they returned
again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, 22
confirming the souls of the disciples, and
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and
that we must through much tribulation enter
into the kingdom of God.”  (Acts 14:21-22)

Reading this passage we see that Paul and
Barnabas exhort the disciples to continue in the
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faith. If we anayze the mental structure of these
two men, we see that they believed in free will, not
in predestination, in the style of Jansen and Calvin.

Those who invent or defend a heretic doctrine
have three characteristics to them: a) they change
the meaning of the words that are in the Bible, if
they cannot change Bible itself, b) they hold on to
one passage, or a few of them, rgecting the rest of
the Bible, and most of al, ¢) they avoid discussing
their point of view with others, unless they have the
power to dogmatically impose their doctrine.

In this passage, | repeat, we see that Paul and
Barnabas exhort the disciples to remain in the
faith. The meanings of the words cannot be
changed. When you exhort a person to remain in
something, or in a place, two things are considered:
1) that the person is aready in that place or thing,
and 2) that the person can leave that place or thing.

| say that when you exhort someone to stay in one
place it means the person is aready there, because
you can’'t tell someone to stay in China if he has
never been in China. What | want to say here is
that we cannot change the meaning of the words to
make the passage fit our interpretation, our own
heresy. If Paul and Barnabas exhort them to
remain in thefaith, it was because those disciples
were already in the faith and could stop being in
thefaith.

| also said that if you exhort someone to remainin
a place or thing, it is because you consider that the
person can abandon such place or thing. If the
person could not leave that place, if the person
cannot abandon that place, it would be illogica and
ridiculous to exhort him to remain there. It would be
crazy to tell a woman to continue being a woman
when we al know she cannot become a monkey.
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If we see that the apostles admitted that the
disciples were in the faith, we can deduce that the
apostles exhorted them to not abandon the faith
because in their mental structure they were
convinced that those who were in the faith could
walk away from it. In other words, a Christian can
fal from grace; “ once saved always saved” isfalse,
it is a heresy that Satan has infiltrated among the
Christians to keep them in their sin.

If the mental structure of these brothers was to not
believe that once saved aways saved, then they
believed in our free will, not in predestination. If
they had believed in predestination, it would
have been silly to exhort them to remain in the
faith, if they knew that by being predestined,
they could not abandon the faith, even if they
wanted to. On the other hand we see that they new
they had free will, because they appealed to the will
of the disciples to not abandon the faith. Thisis a
sure sign that if the disciples wanted to, they
could abandon it; once more, clear evidence that
the apostles believed in free will.

Paul affirmsthat a Christian can fall from grace.
Thedogmathat deniesit isheresy
According to the doctrine of “once saved always
saved” a believer can sin and sin and sin again,
without measure or limit, and cannot lose his
salvation, even if he doesn’t repent. If we point to
someone who having been a Christian is now far
from the Lord, they get out of the bind by saying
that those were never really converted. Of course,
that is a supposition they cannot prove, but
nevertheless they affirm it asif they could.
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| can't find a Bible passage that proves this
Jensen-Calvinist dogma. Thereisn't aplacein al of
Scripture that can serve as a basis for such a
doctrine. The passage that follows is one that most
clearly lets us see that the fall from grace is a
possibility. The argument of those who maintain
such doctrine is not true, saying that if someone
walks away it is because he was never in the Lord.
If he had never been in the Lord, no one could
say that he has fallen from grace. No one can fall
from a place where he has never been on.

“Christ is become of no effect unto you,
whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye
arefallen fromgrace” (Gaatians5:4)

Suppose you see a child skating on a sidewalk
next to a tower, and he falls. No one of you would
ever think to tell the paramedics that the child fell
from the tower. The mere fact of being next to the
tower does not motivate anyone in their right state
of mind, to say he fell from the tower.

Paul wasin a very right state of mind, to think
that one can fall from grace, if has never been in
the grace, but that has only been *“skating”
around it in church.

If by divine revelation Paul knew that once
someone is a believer, he could never again stop
being one, he would have never written such a
thing. By telling the Galatians, “ Ye are fallen from
grace...” it is clear that the knowledge of not
falling from grace was not in Paul’s mind. |
don’t think anyone can accuse Paul of not
believing it and yet telling a lie to the Galatians
just to frighten them.

He who walks away from grace is because he was
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there before. If not, he could not walk away. You
can’'t give capricious, arbitrary, or absurd meanings
to words just to satisfy the dogmas of your
denomination, nor should you juggle with words.

It isquite clear that if Paul considers that someone
can walk away from grace or fal from it, that
person has to necessarily be or have been in the
grace. That means that one who has been saved
through Jesus can lose that salvation. He is not
going to loseit for any little thing, because He who
loved him enough to forgive and let himself be
crucified, is not going to “throw into damnation one
who cost so much to redeem”, but no one go
around believing that salvation in Christ is a
license to do what one pleases. God doesn’t admit
in heaven people who continue to love sin more
than God.

*

Paul was afraid that the tempter had changed
the Thessalonians

Paul expressed many times that he knew that one
who had been saved could be saved no more. In
other words, he did not believe that “once saved
always saved” thing. In this next passage, when
Paul says, “...lest by some means the tempter have
tempted you, and our labour be in vain...” lets us
see that: 1) he considered them Christians,
otherwise, the tempter had no reason to change their
beliefs; 2) one who was a believer could be saved
no more, otherwise he had no reason to believe he
would labor in vain.

“For this cause, when | could no longer
forbear, | sent to know your faith, lest by some
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means the tempter have tempted you, and our
labour bein vain.” (I The3:5)

If the tempter could change those who were
converted by Paul’s preaching, that is an indication
that there is no such thing as saved aways saved,
nor a predestination to be saved or damned.

*

When someonerebelsit is because hewas a
Christian

The doctrine of “once saved always saved”
assures us that if after being a Christian someone
walks away, it is because he never was a Christian,
because that doctrine think that a believer is
predestined to continue being a believer. However,
once more, now John proves that he believed in the
human being's free will and not in his robotic
predestination or the heresy of “once saved always
saved”. John, by exhorting his brothers saying
“Look to yourselves’, shows us that he believed we
had free will, for if we didn’t we could not look to
ourselves, it would have had to be coined since the
time of his predestination.

“8 Look to yoursdves, that we lose not those

things which we have wrought, but that we
receive a full reward. 9 Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine
of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and
the Son.” (11 John 1:8-9)

In verse 9, John says that anyone that
“transgresses’ and “abides not” in the doctrine of
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Christ does not have God. This is evidence of three
things: a) that the human being has free will to
transgress, if not we would have to think that his
rebellion was predestined, in other words, those
who believe in predestination would blame God for
someone’s rebellion; b) that the human being can
quit persevering in the doctrine of Christ, abandon
it, which means that one who is saved can be lost;
and c) that religions that do not accept Christ do not
have God.

Rebelling means failing to duly obey. One who
rebels (transgresseth) is because he first obeyed. So
when Paul admits here the possibility that some
rebel against Christ, he shows us that those that
rebelled were once with Christ. Once again, it is
shown that a Christian can rebel and cease being a
Christian, once again destroying the heretic and
absurd hypothesis of “once saved aways saved”.
This hypothesis, on the other hand, cannot be based
on Scripture, but on brainwashed dogma.

If John admits that a person rebels, he has to
have in his mental structure the certainty that he
has free will, otherwise he would have to say that
such rebellion was predestined, and that the poor
thing could not help but rebelling. In other words,
John isimplying the human being’ s free will.

“Persevering” means staying constant in the
pursuance of that which has been started, or
staying a the place where one is. No one can
persevere (abideth) in something he has never
started. In order to persevere, he hasto start it.

Consequently, advising against the possibility that
some do not persevere in Christ, shows us the
possihility that someone that has been in Christ, can
stop being. That means that someone who is in

49



1735
1736
1737
1738
1739
1740
1741
1742
1743
1744
1745
1746
1747
1748
1749
1750
1751
1752
1753
1754
1755
1756
1757
1758
1759
1760
1761
1762
1763
1764
1765
1766
1767
1768
1769

Christ today, may not be so tomorrow, in other
words, “ once saved always saved isfalse”.
*

A saved person isalways saved aslong as he

keepstheWord, if not, no

We see in this passage that in Paul’s mental
structure was the idea that a previously saved man
could cease being saved. Both conditionals in verse
2 show that it is not impossible to lose salvation,
though | do consider it improbable.

Verse 1 shows that Paul was speaking to
brethren, in other words, people who were aready
Christians, whom had heard the preaching of the
gospel, which they had received and wherein
they stood, according to the testimony of the
apostle himself. In other words, judging by the
statement in verse 1, there is no doubt that what is
said in verse two was being said to convert
Christians, people that had received the gospel and
persevered in it. No one can persevere in afaith that
he has never had; that is how we know they were
real Christians. The same can be said when Paul
speaks of “keeping in memory”. No one can keep
something he has never had. We can’t juggle the
language to make the Bible agree with our errors.
Therefore it is evident that Paul was speaking to
people that had been converted and were still
Christians a the moment which he writes.

“1 Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the
gospel which | preached unto you, which also
ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 by
which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory
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what | preached unto you, unless ye have
believed in vain.” (1Co15:1-2)

Well then, Christians, converted people, to
those Paul says that they are saved, if they keep the
word, or, if they don’t change their minds and
abandon it; in which case they have believed in
vain. They had believed for nothing, because the
salvation they got when they believed, they would
lose it by not keeping the word. If Paul saysthat if
they keep the words they are saved, it is logical
to assume that if they don’t keep the word, they
will not be saved. Paul would not say that if they
kept the word they would be saved while secretly
knowing they would be saved anyway, whether they
kept the word or not. Besides, Paul would not warn
them about the possibility of not keeping the word
if he knew they would keep it regardless by being
programmed through predestination.

If Paul is saying these things to Christian
brethren, it is evident that he considered that given
the right circumstances, a saved Christian could lose
his salvation.

*

It wouldn’t belogical for someoneto cry over the
death of someone he knowsis not dead

Many believe these two absurdities: 1) that once
oneis saved he can never be lost; and 2) even if the
saved does not repent of his sins, he can still be
saved. According to them, God forgives al things
regardless of whether we repent from our sins or
not. In the following passage, Paul, talking to the
Christians in Corinth, and about the Christians
there, reglects both. Let's see:
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“And lest, when | come again, my God will
humble me among you, and that | shall
bewail many which have sinned already, and
have not repented of the uncleanness and
fornication and lasciviousness which they
have committed.” (I Co12:21)

From the moment that Paul says, “...I shall
bewail many...” he is saying that either those
Christians were lost, or they could get lost. If
their salvation would be absolutely guaranteed
regardless of sin, Paul would have no need to
weep over them. If those saved would always be
saved, there would be no need to cry over them,
because even if they sinned and sinned again, and
not repent, they would still be saved. This clearly
shows that a saved person can lose his salvation if
he refuses to truly repent of his sins. The Christian
who does not wish to repent of his sin has no
forgiveness, he loses his saved status, if not, Paul
would not have to cry over him. Remember, God
does not let into heaven people that do not repent of
their sins, because that means they till love it and
they will keep sinning in Heaven. It would mean
that they lovetheir sin morethan God and Jesus.

We clearly see in this passage that these were
Christians who had abandoned the faith, because if
they had not, he would not have to bewail them
either; and if they weren't Christians, he wouldn’t
cry for them now, but rather before.

It is equally evident that he cries because they
have not repented of their fornications, lusts,
dishonesty, etc; which is indicative that the
Christian who does not repent is one step away
from damnation. In other words, that true
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repentance is indispensable for  divine
forgiveness. This means that he who does not
repent of his sins, while being a Christian, cannot
prevail in salvation; otherwise there would be no
need to cry for them.

We don’t even have to go to the Bible, common
sense tells us that God, being holy, is not going to
take unto him a person who continues to harbor
in his soul the sins that keep people away from
God. An envious person that does not walk away
from his envy would still envy in heaven those who
are higher than him. A sdfish person would
continue being selfish in heaven. A non-repentant
slanderer would continue to slander his brethren in
the Kingdom, and so on and so forth.

*

Peter warns us so we do not fall off our own
steadfastness

Once again we see in Scripture that all Bible
authors had in their mental structure the idea that
humans have free will, which is why Peter exhorts
them to guard themselvesfrom error. If Peter did
not believe in free will he would not say such a
thing, because he would know that man could not
keep himself from error, nor grow in grace. Rather,
he would say something like this, “1 ask God to
keep you from error and make you grow in grace”.

Itisn't logical for Peter to, on one side not believe
in man’s free will to keep from error and grow in
grace, while on the other hand exhort them to do
both. 1t would be like telling a blind quadriplegic,
“Run, come quick so you can see what beautiful
sight!” knowing that the poor soul can neither see
nor walk.
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“17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these

things before, beware lest ye also, being led
away with the error of the wicked, fall from
your own steadfastness. 18 But grow in grace,
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory, both, now
and for ever. Amen.” (11 P3:17-18)

Another thing to see is that in verse 17 Peter
admitsthat the Christian can belost, and fall from
his own steadfastness, clearly seeing that Peter did
not believe the “ once saved aways saved” nonsense.

The Lord himself said, “ Out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaks’. If Peter didn't have in
his heart the knowledge that once saved it is
possible to lose salvation, he would not say such
things. The same can be said of the other Bible
writers like Paul, James, John, Moses, Isaiah, etc..

Paul saysthe Galatians went over to another
gospel after receiving the gospel of Christ

Since cats cannot become dogs, you would never
see anyone in his right state of mind write to a
friend saying that he is marveled or awed that his
cat has become a dog. You would not hear anyone
either exhort the Chinese not to become black, or
exhort blacks not to become white, or exhort whites
not to become Chinese. These changes simply
cannot happen, therefore nobody in his right state
of mind can marvel that these changes have
happened or can ever happen.

If Paul believed that once saved man would
remain saved, if he believed that a person that got
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converted did so because he was predestined to be
saved, hewould not tell the Galatians that he was
awed seeing that having accepted the Gospel of
Christ now they had crossed over to another
gospel.

A person that believed that “once saved always
saved”, would not say such a thing because he
“knew” that could not happen. It would be
ridiculous, to say the least, to warn against a danger
that cannot come to pass. If one who is saved is
always saved, he could never abandon the faith
and cross over to another gospel, which is what
Paul is saying happened. If those who were
predestined to convert couldn't cease being
Christians, Paul would not be warning the Galatians
against adanger that did no exist.

“I marvel that ye are so soon removed from
him that called you into the grace of Christ,
unto another gospel” (Galatians 1:6)

As we can see, Paul believed that a Christian
could remove himself from the faith. If he
believed such a thing, he could not believe at the
same time that once saved always saved, and he
could not believe in predestination, but in free will.
In other words, man is not a robot, and he is not a
fish that once trapped by the hook of salvation he
cannot escape even if he wants to.

*
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If you remain in His goodness, otherwise you

also will be cut off

In the passage below, free will is evident in
severa places and the non-existence of predestina
tion as to man's behavior, feelings and eterna
destiny. Before we begin, adlow me to explain the
simile used by Paul. We have the wild olive tree
that grows in the wild, and therefore its fruit is less
and of a lesser quality than the cultivated tree. To
graft means to take a bud or a shoot of one tree and
“insert” it into another tree of the same family, to
insure a better quality fruit. With this explanation,
let’s go to Paul’s example.

Beginning in verse 17 Paul says that some of the
olive branches (the Jews) were broken in order to
graft in the new branches (the Gentiles) that would
take part in the olive's sap, or the divine blessings.
In verses 18 and 19 he tells the new branches not to
boast. In verse 20 he gives the reason for which the
old branches (the Jews) were broken, that reason
being unbelief. On the other hand, the reason for the
new branchesto be grafted in was faith.

In this last verse, (20) Paul shows that the
believing Gentile, due to his faith, is standing, or
saved, warning him immediately not to boast, and
then goes on to speak in verse 21 of the possibility
that if he boasts, God will not forgive him. In other
words, he assures that he who is in the faith,
because he was grafted into the good olive, he
who is saved, can come to lose the forgiveness he
now enjoys. Here we can see again that the believer
can lose his salvation.

Further on, in verse 22 he reaffirms the idea of
losing the salvation by mentioning God's severity
with those who fell. If they fell from faith it is
because they were in the faith. No one can fall
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from aladder on which he has never been. Later
in the same verse, Paul, speaking of God's
goodness, warns the believer that he can enjoy that
goodness if he remains in that goodness, adding
that if not, he will be cut off. In these words of
Paul we clearly see two things: a) that the believer
can fall, and b) that humans have free will. In
verse 23, this time talking about the Jews, he says
that they could be grafted back in if they would not
remain in their unbelief, once more indicating that
human beings have free will. Let’sread on.

“17 And if some of the branches be broken off,

and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert grafted
in among them, and with them partakest of the
root and fatness of the olive tree, 18 boast not
against the branches. But if thou boast, thou
bearest not the root, but the root thee. 19 Thou
wilt say then: The branches were broken off,
that | might be grafted in. 20 Well, because of
unbelief they were broken off, and thou
standest by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear.
21 For if God spared not the natural branches,
take heed lest he also spare not thee. 22 Behold
therefore the goodness and severity of God; on
them which fell, severity; but toward thee,
goodness, if thou continue in his goodness;
otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. 3 And
they also, if they abide not ill in unbelief,
shall be grafted in, for God is able to graft
themin again.” (Ro11:17-23)

By putting the conditional “if” in verse 22, he
shows that humans have free will, yes, he is not
predestined to be what he is, nor to be saved or
damned, just because. The believer is given a
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condition that he has to fulfill, and that is to remain
in the goodness. If Paul sets that condition it is
because he knew humans could fulfill it, and
because he also knew that if he didn’t he would
be cut-off and lose his salvation. Again, we see
that salvation is not immutable, is not a thing that
chases us, catches up to us and remains with us
even if we don’'t want it, only because we were
predestined.

It is evident that Paul is speaking to Christians,
since he talks of those who did not suffer God’'s
severity but Hisgoodness. It isin talking to them
that he exhorts them to “continue” and warns
them that they can be cut off. If Paul wrote these
things it is because in his menta structure was not
the idea that one who was saved could continue
living as he pleased because he could never lose
that salvation. In other words, Paul did not believe
that “ once saved always saved” .

We also see that Paul did not think that a non
believer was predestined to it, because he says
that they could leave their spiritual state if they
would not remain in their unbelief. It is evident that
in Paul’s mental structure, the idea that the human
being predestined to a certain state of salvation or
damnation, was not there. Instead he believed that
the human being could leave either state through his
own will.

Paul was not about to play with people or
make fun of them by exhorting them to do
something that he knew they could not do
because they were predestined otherwise. It
would be mean if, knowing he couldn’'t see, we
would tell a blind man, “Come to the window and
see this wonderful landscape”. Or if we yelled to a
man without legs, “Run, the house is on fire!”. We
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would have to think the same of Paul if, believing
the Jansen-Calvinist doctrine of predestination, he
would have told those who were fallen, that if they
wanted they could get out of their lost condition,
when he knew they were predestined to it and
therefore, they would never get out of it.

It would be another jeer if Paul would frighten
the believers making them believe they could be
cut off and lose their salvation, if he truly believed
that salvation could not be lost. Not only would it
bealie, but aliein the name of God.

Finally, it is Paul himself, whom many believe
to be the icon of predestination, the one who
speaks convinced of man’s free will. And he does it
in the letter that many credit as being the biggest
defender of predestination. It is each person, with
his free will that can determine one thing or the
other.

He who wants to be with God, though he has
no strength to doit, will receive divine help for it.
On the other hand, he who has no desire of being
with God, because God's behavior rules are not to
his liking, will not be forced to love God. If the
human being didn’t have such ability, Paul would
not have said the things he said, rather something
like “they would enjoy God's goodness if God
would make them remain in it”; and of the
unbelievers, he would say “they would leave such
awful state if God would want to take away their
unbelief and implant in their hearts alove for God” .

*
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If the weaker brother can perish, it isnot true
that once saved always saved
There are two heretic doctrines that have
infiltrated Christianity. Oneis* predestination” after
the Janseno-Calvinism, and the other one is *once
saved aways saved’. Both have shown their
falsehood in this passage.

“9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty
of yours become a stumbling block to them that
areweak. 10 For if any man see thee which hast
knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall
not the conscience of him which is weak be
emboldened to eat those things which are
offered to idols; 11 and through thy knowledge
shall the weak brother perish, for whom
Christ died?” (1Co8:9-11)

Paul tells the brethren that know better to be
careful not to be a stumbling block for the weaker
ones. If the weaker one sees the one with
knowledge where the idols are, this can entice the
weaker brother to eat from that which has been
sacrificed to the idols, and this can make the
weaker brother perish. That shows us that Paul
did not believe in predestination nor in “once
saved always saved” .

| say he did not believe in predestination
because if so he would have never thought that he
who had been predestined to be saved could perish
by eating, because he had been predestined for
salvation.

| say that he did not believe in “saved always
saved” either, because if so, he could not think that
someone would lose his savation by eating
something offered to idols.
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It is not logical to think that if someone does
not believe in a certain danger could warn
against such danger. | have never heard anyone
say to someone else: “Don’t jJump too high for you
may bump into the moon and break your head”.
This type of warning nobody makes, because
nobody thinks that anyone could jump so high as to
bump against the moon. By the same token, if Paul
believed in predestination he would not warn a
Christian against the possibility that his behavior
could make another Christian perish, since that
brother is predestined to be a Christian and be saved
regardless. At the same time, if he believed that
once saved aways saved, he would not dream of
warning him that the weaker brother could perish,
since that brother would always be a brother,
because once saved aways saved. As we can see,
Paul did not believe neither in the janseno-calvinist
predestination nor in once saved always saved.

John saysthereare sinsthat lead to death, for
which we cannot pray on behalf of our Christian
brethren

What John is saying here is in direct opposition
with the doctrine of “once saved aways saved”,
because in speaking of Christian brethren, he is
saying that there are sins that lead to death for
which we must not pray.

“16 If any man see his brother sin a sn which
is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall
give him life for them that sin not unto death.
Thereisa sin unto death; | do not say that he
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shall pray for it. 17 All unrighteousness is sin,
and thereisa sin not unto death.”
(I John 5:16-17)

There are four things made clear in this
passage:

1) There are degrees of sin. Some sins are graver
than others. We even see that some sins are unto
death while others are not.

2) John is talking about Christians that sin, for
he cals them brothers; and he is exhorting other
Christians to pray for them, so their sin is forgiven
and they may receive life.

3) John exhorts Christians to pray for their
brothers that have sinned, if that sin is not unto
death. If it is a sin unto death, they must not pray
for them.

4) A Christian can commit a mortal sin and
perish. In this case a human being that was saved
and was called a brother, loses his salvation.

As we can see, this statement by John is against
the doctrine that affirms that one who was once
saved can never lose his salvation, regardless of
how much he sins without repentance. John says
that a brother can commit a morta sin, of such
magnitude, that would render his brother’s prayers
useless.

This reminds me of Samuel and Saul, when God
told the prophet not to pray for Saul anymore; also
Jeremiah and the people of Isradl.
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“And the LORD said unto Samuel: How long
wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing | have
rejected him fromreigning over Israd?”

(1 Sam 16:1)

“Therefore pray not thou for this people,
neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither
make intercession to me, for | will not hear
thee.” (Jeremiah 7:16)

“Then said the LORD unto me: Pray not for
this peoplefor their good.” (Jer 14:11)

As we can seg, it is not only John who shows us
there are limits to how much believer, and the
human being, can sin. God himself shows us that
same teaching. We cannot continue playing with
God the little game of “1I'm saved now, so from
now on you’ve got to keep me saved regardless of
what | do”.

*

Anyonewho thinks heis standing, watch lest he
fall.

It is Paul himself who warns the Corinthians that
if they are not careful they may fall. If a person is
not in the faith he is not saved; there is no need to
give them this advice because they are already
falen. Therefore, Paul directs the advice to those
who are Christians, those who are in the faith.

“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth
take heed lest hefall.” (1 Co 10:12)
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To those who are already Christians Saint Paul
charges to be careful, lest they may fall. Therefore,
the heresy of “once saved always saved” , which has
so damaged the sanctification of Christianity, is
fase.

* k%

Chapter 3
Some passages used wrongly as a basisfor
the “once saved always saved” doctrine.

No one will pluck them out of my hand

Categorically, Jesus says here no one can pluck
them out of my hand. No one, no matter how
astute or powerful, can separate us from the Lord,
as long as we will to be with Him. That does not
mean that after believing we are enslaved, bound or
chained so we can never leave even if we wanted to.
No one can make us leave the Lord, but at the
same time no one force usto stay.

“And | give unto them eternal life, and they
shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of my hand.” (John 10:28)

What | want to say isthat in fact it is true that our
salvation is secure in Christ, but it is not true, as
the Janseno-Calvinists believe, that God is going
to forces us to be saved whether we want to or
not. No one can take us away from the Lord, but we
can; God does not force us to remain in Him.
Thisisvoluntary. Conversion is not a fishing hook
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that once it gets you doesn’t release you even if you
want it to.

If | say that nobody can make Raymond say,
“Yes’, that does not mean that Raymond can’t say,
“Yes' if he wants to. At the same time, when Jesus
says that no man can pluck his sheep from him, he
is not saying that the sheep can't leave if she so
desires.

*

No one can separ ate us from thelove of Christ

Paul says here that no creature or adverse
circumstance can separate us from the love of
Christ. That does not mean, as some want to make
it look, that a Christian cannot walk away from the
faith. In | Timothy 4:1 you saw that the selfsame
Holy Spirit said that there would be Christians who
would astray from the faith.

That no one can separate us from the love of
Christ does not mean that once one becomes a
Chrigtian, he is held on by a fishing hook from
which he cannot escape even if he wanted to. If
someone says that no one can bring Tom out of his
castle it does not mean that Tom can’t come out of
his castle if he wanted to.

“35 Who shall separate us from the love of
Chrig? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
or sword? 36 Asitiswritten: For thy sake we
arekilled all the day long; we are accounted as
sheep for the daughter. 37 Nay, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through
him that loved us. 38 For | am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor anges, nor
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principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come, 39 nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which isin
Christ Jesusour Lord.”

(Ro 8:35-39)

If we analyze what Paul is saying, he is talking
about third persons or circumstances: tribulations,
distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril,
sword, death, life, angels, principalities, powers,
things present, things to come, height, depth,
creatures. Never does he make reference to the
believer himself, but to things outside of him.
Therefore, this passage cannot be taken as a basis
to say that a Christian cannot walk away from the
faith, since Paul himself received a revelation from
the Holy Spirit that says that the Christian can
indeed depart. Let'sseel Tim 4:1.

“Now the Spirit speaketh expresdy, that in the

latter times some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines
of devils’ (1 Tim4:1)

In order to depart from the faith it is
indispensable to have been in the faith. No one
can leave a place where he has never been. The
same Paul who wrote the passage in Romans, which
many use to base their erred doctrine, is the one
who wrote this passage in | Timothy that we just
read. If he admitsin this passage that a Christian
can depart from the faith, and even predictsit, it
is not logical to think that the passage in Romans
can mean that once a person is saved he will remain
saved. They think he can never depart from that
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faith, because he has bitten in to a fishing hook
from which he cannot be set free even if he wants
to, because once converted he is forced to love God
even if he doesn't want to. To think this way is
absurd. God does not want a forced love,
predestinated or robotic love.

From what we have seen so far we can rest
assured that the absurd proposition that says that if
someone departs from the faith is because he has
never been in it, istotally false. It contradicts that
which we have seen the Holy Spirit reveal, when
he said that in the later times some would depart
from the faith. Let those who propose the heretic
doctrine that states that once saved, dways saved
find at_least one verse where the Holy Spirit says
that no Christian can depart from the faith, or that
once saved he will aways be saved.

*

God'’s promises are not unconditional, and
neither is salvation

There are “petty lawyer” and litigious who
believe that they can hold on to words, phrases or
versesto “force” God to make good on something
they want to believe He promised or said. They
proceed, in religion, much like a petty lawyer trying
to save his criminal client, holding on to words and
technicalities of the penal code of the time. That can
be done in the human system, because there is
always someone who is willing to be bought with
favors and bribes, but it is not the way things are
done in heaven.

That is why they read a phrase or a promise that
they believe justifies their sin, and hold fast to it,
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with no regard for what the rest of the Bible has to
say about the issue.

“Wherefore the LORD God of Israd saith: |
said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy
father, should walk before me for ever; but
now the LORD saith: Be it far from me; for
them that honour me | will honour, and they
that despise me shall be lightly esteemed.”

(I Sam 2:30)

This verse refers to the promise received by
Aaron’'s family in verses like Exodus 25:13; 29:9;
40:15 and Numbers 18:7. If one reads these
passages by themselves, one can believe that the
promise of priesthood for the sons of Aaron was
unconditional, that all you needed was to be a
descendent of Aaron to “demand” the fulfillment
of such “promise”. But here we see that was not
S0.

It seems, however, that such is what the sons of
Eli thought, and they figured it would not matter
what they did. Aslong as they were descendants of
Aaron they would receive the priesthood because
such was the “promise”; and since they could not
avoid being Aaron’s descendants, God “had” to
fulfill it. However, we see in the verse we read that
God tells Eli by way of a prophet that things were
not as they wished them to be, but as God had
ordained.

Something of the sort happens to many
believers, especially those predestination
advocates that believe that once saved always
saved. They think that because they want to believe
that God promised them an unconditional salvation,
they have it by the beard; and they can go about as
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they wish and sin like there’' s no tomorrow, without
risking salvation or losing it.

Going about as litigious and petty lawyers, they
believe they can appeal to such and such a verse or
passage as if it were a pena code from a human
society, manipulated once and again to make it say
whatever is convenient to them. If they do not learn
from lessons such as this, they may have to swallow
very bitter drinks when they least expect it.

When God makes a promise, even if at that
moment the conditions aren’t expressed, it is
logical to think that they are applied, that they
areimplied.

When | promise employment to someone, it is
implied that he who received the promise is able to
do what will be asked of him, that he is not lazy,
that he does not steal, that he takes care of the job |
give him, that he respect my words, is a team
player, does not come to work naked, goes to the
bathroom to relieve himsalf, takes frequent baths,
comes on time, etc.,, the one thousand implied
conditions that always exist in apromise like this.

| don’t need to make all these conditions clear in a
written document to the recipient of my promise of
employment. God doesn’t need to make clear to
us either of the conditions that his promises
carry. Common sense does when lust does not
blind us.

If someone asks me for a job and | have
employment for him, and | promise that the job is
his if he can type, it is true that | have made a
promise that appears to be unconditional; but that is
not so, al the implied conditions can be applied to
the applicant and he can't allege | did not say
anything about it.
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Suppose that the applicant brings me the letter, in
which | promised that if he can type, the job is his.
But when he comes into my office, he is naked. Do
I haveto fulfill my promise?

Suppose he can type, yes....but has dozens of
errors. Am | obliged to comply? What if the man is
lazy, or steals my things, or breaks the equipment
constantly from wrongful treatment, or laughs at me
when | give him an order, or gets in to constant
fights with other employees, or relieves himself in
any corner of the office, or doesn’'t take a bath and
smells like a skunk, or never comes on time, etc.,
am | bound to my promise of giving him a job or
keep him there, just because | did not legidatively
specify the one thousand and one implied
conditions that are present in any promise?

Don’'t be fools, those who hold fast to words
and phrases and meaningless verses. When you
come before God you will not be able to talk trash
like you do now. Salvation is God’s promise in
Christ, but it has implied conditions. He who
accepts Christ is saved, but there are implied
conditions that cannot be mocked.

* k%
**

*
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